
MG Monthly  

Motoring News 
May 2021 

Written and Published by MG Car Club of Tasmania Inc 

PRINT POST APPROVED PUBLICATION No .PP 100002891 



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, May 2021 

1 

 

Another view of Jim’s V8 MGA, as 
displayed at the 

2012 Concours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian War Memorial Dawn Service  



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, May 2021 

2 

Contents:  
 

A Chat with Jim Brown ............................................................................................................................... 3 

MG Car Club State Committee ................................................................................................................. 8 President’s Report ........................................................................................................................................ 9 

Membership Report .................................................................................................................................. 10 

Life Members ............................................................................................................................................... 10 

Ed Says ............................................................................................................................................................ 11 

MGCCT Facebook Page ............................................................................................................................ 12 

MGCCT Website .......................................................................................................................................... 12 

VC Registrations, Inspections and Renewals................................................................................. 12 

Motor Sports Chaplain ............................................................................................................................. 12 

Southern Sub Centre Committee ........................................................................................................ 13 

Southern Notes ........................................................................................................................................... 14 

Car Enthusiasts – Mid Week Run ........................................................................................................ 19 

Northern Sub Centre Committee ........................................................................................................ 20 

Northern Notes ........................................................................................................................................... 21 

North West Notes ...................................................................................................................................... 30 

My Not So Brilliant Career ..................................................................................................................... 33 

MG Buy and Sell  ......................................................................................................................................... 36 

Regalia ............................................................................................................................................................ 39 

Converting my 1.8-litre MGB to a 3.5-litre V8  ............................................................................. 40 

Club Social Events...................................................................................................................................... 45 

Club and State Competition Events ................................................................................................... 45 

Square Rigger Notes ................................................................................................................................. 46 

 

Cover Photo: 

Jim Browns V8 MGA 

 
 

 

Printed by Impress Print,  

10 Wenvoe St, Devonport,  

Tasmania, 03 6424 5900   



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, May 2021 

3 

A Chat with Jim Brown 
 

Jim Brown is the doyen of MGs for northern Tasmania, and more broadly. I 

first heard of Jim in the early 1990's from a Launceston work colleague who 

then described Jim as the 'guru of MGs'. I met Jim (who everyone in the MG 

car club knows as Jim, even though he answers the phone James) for the first 

time in March and nothing from our meeting would indicate anything 

otherwise. 

Jim came to Tasmania as £10 pom in the late 1950's. He attributes any 

successes that may have come his way to his parents who were from modest 

backgrounds but gave Jim his hard working ethic and perfectionist values.  

Jim's first car was an FE Holden before he saw the light in 1968 and bought 

an MGA 1500 which was 10 years old and cost $950, the same amount as a 1 

year old Holden. Jim fitted the Gavin Youl Racing Twin Cam until buying an 

original Twin Cam which he still has today. He quickly realised that MGAs 

were being bought for (generally) young men by their well-to-do parents 

who drove them hard, damaged them and then off loaded them. Jim seized on 

this opportunity to buy and restore them to keep the Marque going. His love 

of MGs was well underway and has continued throughout his life. Jim has 

been fortunate to enjoy what he does – he still works on MGs and has never 

been focussed on money as he loves what he does. It’s a passion, so much so 
he now has 'mg' included in his email address. 

Jim established the MG Car Centre in Invermay 40 years ago. He visited 

England in 1981 for the auction of parts in Abingdon, the home of MG. Jim has 

since developed a deep knowledge and is widely regarded and well known 

around Australia as THE specialist and expert on MGAs, MGBs, and RV8S. The 

MG Car Club Membership Directory is slightly understated as Jim has 5 MGAs 

(2 twin cam and 3 push rod), 6 MGBs, 3 MGB GTs, 2 MGB V8s and 6 MG RV8s, 

a Porsche, a BMW but "there might be more MGs". I didn't have the time to 

see Jim's warehouse so anything is possible!  
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While we were chatting Jim had to take a call from interstate which he was 

only too happy to help with. I asked how often this happened and if there was 

a charge for this 'consultancy'. Jim smiled and unassumingly told me it was 

becoming increasingly regular and he received great enjoyment helping out 

and sharing his lifetime of knowledge. 

MG Car Centre with assorted and special MGs (That’s a V8 MGA under the 
bubble, see front cover) 

 
 

 Jim was a foundation member of the Tasmanian Car Club and was 

instrumental helping to further the Northern Sub Centre of the MG Car Club 

Tasmania in 1968. He recalled being signed up by Kay Mawdsley. (As an aside, 

Kay's husband John was well known in the MG Car Club Tasmania and as a 

friend of the Editor of the MG Car Club in the UK. John was given a sneak 

preview of the yet to be released 1965 MGB GT being shown at London Motor 

Show the following month which was top secret to the press and the public. He 
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was leaving the UK the following day for Australia so the secret was safe. John's 

other claim to fame is he was regularly mistaken for Athol Guy!).  Jim has held 

most roles on the northern committee and was deservedly awarded Life 

Membership recently. Jim commented that he recalls when the MG 

President's task was to provide a 5 gallon keg at every event (hope you're 

reading this Zube!) whereas it's now to provide a defibrillator due to the 

ageing owners. 

MGA Twin Cam (a 40 year project) and MGB GT (standard with rubber 
bumpers) 

 
 

As mentioned above, Jim's parents were hard workers and the apple didn't 

fall far from the tree. From Grade 7 he started working after school at 4.30pm 

each day delivering parcels by foot and later by push bike. He was usually 

home by 6.15pm and then worked at the local Service Station from 6.30pm 

until 10.30pm. When he completed school he worked full-time during the day 
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and at evenings on MGs and undertaking mechanical trade courses. He 

subsequently started his own company (Island Stationery) which became a 

successful state-wide business, continuing to work nights and weekends on 

MGs at his MG Car Centre. This hectic work schedule meant Jim had to reduce 

his involvement as a committee member of the Northern Sub Centre although 

it could well be claimed that he was contributing just as valuably by ensuring 

the MGs he was working on were mechanically reliable for all. Jim is a purist 

and likes things to be traditionally correct. He only uses authentic/original 

MG parts as he likes "pure MGs".  Jim’s immaculate standard MGA 1500 and rare Porsche 930 (or 911 Turbo) 
bought in Japan about 15 years ago. 

 
 

 It was a fascinating chat with Jim who is well-known throughout Australia 

and has contributed so broadly to the MG Club in Tasmania and the MG 

community. For me, one of Jim's greatest contributions to the MG community 
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is that he has imported over 250 MGs into Tasmania from the US, UK and 

Japan. Of these only 30 or so have been sold to the mainland so without Jim's 

entrepreneurialism there would be over 200 fewer MGs in Tasmania (even 

taking his vast personal collection into account) and the Club would be 

poorer for this. One of Jim’s MGBs ( supercharged MG Mark 11) 

 

 

Wayne Goninon 
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MG Car Club State Committee 
 

Position Member 

(Partner) 

Contact Details 

President Bronwyn Zuber (h) 6273 6797 

(m) 0419 569 156 

president@mgtas.org.au 

Immediate 

Past 

President 

Mark Dilger 

(Angela) 

(h) 6327 1028 

(m) 0408 271 029 

past-president@mgtas.org.au  

Vice 

President 

Don Fraser  

(Susan) 

(h) 6428 3791 

(m) 0418 316 451 

vice-president@mgtas.org.au  

Secretary Position Vacant secretary@mgtas.org.au  

Treasurer Robin Wilmot (m) 0400 193 579 

treasurer@mgtas.org.au  

Club Captain Craig Twining 

(Jodie) 

(m) 0432 018 602 

club-captain@mgtas.org.au   

Membership 

Officer 

Wayne Jessup 

(Ruth) 

(h) 6427 9384 

(m) 0447 642 793 

membership@mgtas.org.au  

Editor Andrew Midgley 

(Sue-Anne) 

(h) 6427 2392 

(m) 0458 949 881 

editor@mgtas.org.au  

General 

Member 

Mark Harrington (m) 0427 538 412  

general-south@mgtas.org.au  

General 

Member 

Position Vacant general-north@mgtas.org.au 

Meetings First Monday of the Month via Zoom at 7:00 pm 

Postal 

Address 
GPO Box 5, Hobart, Tas, 7001 

mailto:president@mgtas.org.au
mailto:past-president@mgtas.org.au
mailto:vice-president@mgtas.org.au
mailto:secretary@mgtas.org.au
mailto:treasurer@mgtas.org.au
mailto:club-captain@mgtas.org.au
mailto:membership@mgtas.org.au
mailto:editor@mgtas.org.au
mailto:general-south@mgtas.org.au
mailto:general-north@mgtas.org.au
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President’s Report 
 

 

Still having some nice weather to enjoy our runs and outings. 

 

The two major motorsport events for the state and been and gone, the 
Supercars and Targa. The loss of life of a past member Leigh Mundy on the 
last day of Targa. 

 

We have another competition event, a Motorkhana (a dirt one) at Bothwell on 
Sunday 16th May.  

 

As the club still has NO Secretary and Northern General Member, watch 
your backs as you never know when there will be a tap on it. 

 

The State Committee had their Zoom meeting this week, I was the weakest 
link, when I eventually got into it, it was found that I had no voice or picture, 
so through the quick thinking of a committee member the meeting was held 
through his mobile phone. I will make sure everything is set up for the next 
one. 

 

The event organised by the Northern Sub-Centre is a run to Chase Kelly’s 
vehicle collection. This is a rare opportunity for the vehicles to be viewed. 

 

Some clarification regarding the Concours Craig Gillespie trophy, it is only 
financial members of the club that are eligible to vote for the best car on 
show, whether entered in the Concours or just on display, i.e known as the 
Craig Gillespie Members Choice Vehicle at Concours. 

 

It is only a short report this month as things in the club are running smoothly. 

 Let’s keep enjoying our MG’s by going to as many runs that you can in them. 

 

Zube 

Bronwyn Zuber 

President 
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Membership Report 
 

 

This month we welcome two new members 

 Simon and Megan a’Campo (Northern) 

 

Simon and Megan own a BGT and are interested in social outings 

 

We hope these people enjoy many club arranged activities. 

 

Club membership currently stands at 345 members. 

 

Wayne Jessup  

Membership Officer   

MG CAR CLUB of TASMANIA 

 

 

 

 

Life Members 
 

 

 

01 Joe Paul (dec) 1969 10 Bill Griffiths 2007 

02 Bob Moore (dec) 1974 11 Tony Gurnhill 2009 

03 Arthur Twining (dec) 1976 12 Cheryl Gurnhill 2013 

04 Ian Wade 1984 13 Greg Bannon 2013 

05 Terry Atkinson 1984 14 Bronwyn Zuber 2013 

06 Dennis Burgess 1984 15 Craig Twining 2014 

07 Chris Ellis (dec) 1985 16 Phillip Tilley 2017 

08 John Sluce (dec) 1994 17 Jim Brown 2020 

09 Robin Wilmot 1998 18 Peter Shaw 2020 
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Ed Says 
 

Welcome to Autumn, a couple of frosty mornings, some fog a sudden down 

pour, and blazing sunshine. Don’t you just love it, it certainly is not 

predictable which makes a trip out in the MG just that bit more of a guessing 

game, roof on; roof off, jacket on; jacket off. Certainly beats just jumping in 

the modern and deciding what setting to put the heating/aircon on. 

Sue-Anne and I recently had a quick extended weekend trip to Canberra, for 

ANZAC day, securing tickets to attend the dawn service at the Australian War 

Memorial. Sue-Annes grandfather was WW1 Army, my dad was WW2 Air 

Force, our oldest son Nathan is in the Air Force and our son-in-law Adam is in 

the Army, so there is a bit of a connection there to the recognition of the 

military service personnel past and present.  

Prior to the beginning of the Dawn Service, they had readings, just as we 

arrived a soldier was reading letters from soldiers on the front to their 

families.  Even if you don’t have military connections, I would nearly bet that, 

hearing the words of a teenager, trying to explain to his unknowing family of 

the atrocious situation and deplorable conditions he found himself in, quite 

confronting and emotive.  

I hope someday to be able to attend Anzac services in Gallipoli and Ypres. 

When we visited the WW1 Memorial Museum at Villers Bretonneux in 2019, 

even though I had researched Australia’s military history, Being in that 

location and reading about what had happened, made you solemnly aware 

and proud of just how strong the Aussie spirit was, against the odds. 

So what does all that have to do with MG’s you say, well I thank their memory 

that I can go out my front door and choose, which MG will I take today and 

will it be roof on or roof off.  We have choices, because many of our young 

men and women chose to defend that privilege. 

Ed.  Lest We Forget   
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MGCCT Facebook Page 
 

The MG Car Club of Tasmania Inc 

For those members who are Facebook users, we have an MG Car Club 
Tasmania Facebook page. Feel free to add events, photos, and videos, but 
remember that anything offensive or not relevant to the Club may be 
removed at the discretion of the administrator. 

 

MGCCT Website 
 

www.mgtas.org.au  

Copies of this magazine can be downloaded from the MGCCT website. 
Membership forms and change of address forms are also available for 
download. Links to other car clubs are also available.  

Webmaster: Craig Large  

   (m) 0408 559 252 

   webmaster@mgtas.org.au 

 

VC Registrations, Inspections and Renewals 
 

Vehicle Club registration allows members of a recognised car club (approved 
by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles) to use their vehicle in either a club 
sanctioned event or for general use 30 days outside of club events. These 
vehicles attract a reduced rate of registration and third party insurance. 
 

Geoff Dodge, 57 Evisons Road, Sassafras 

   (h) 6426 7338 

   (m) 0428 509 627 
 

 

Motor Sports Chaplain 
 

Should you require the services of the Tasmanian Motor Sports Chaplain, his 
contact details are:  

Adrian Cooper 

   (m) 0408 395 917 

   adrian.j.cooper@education.tas.gov.au 

  

http://www.mgtas.org.au/
mailto:webmaster@mgtas.org.au
mailto:adrian.j.cooper@education.tas.gov.au
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Southern Sub Centre Committee 
 

 

  

Position Person  

(Partner) 

Contact Details 

Chairman 
Chris Wagstaff  

(Vicki) 

(h) 6239 1341 

(m) 0438 055 199 

southern-chairman@mgtas.org.au  

Secretary 
Bob Leeson  

(Dianne) 

(h) 6229 6006 

(m) 0457 354 645 

rle30386@bigpond.net.au  

Treasurer Robin Wilmot 
(w) 0400 193 579 

mgbgt68@hn.ozemail.com.au  

Committee 

Richard Holtsbaum 
(Janice) 

(h) 6244 5741 

(m) 0418 541 230 

rollsss11@gmail.com  

Mark Harrington 
(m) 0427 538 412 
mgharrington59@hotmail.com  

Kevin McGuire  

(Irene) 

(m) 0409 315 014 

kbismcg@gmail.com  

Shane Manley (m) 0405 077 570 

Steve Huntley  

(Jenny) 

(h) 6229 9036 

(m)0428 127 932 

jennyandsteve71@gmail.com  

Southern 

Sub Centre 

Meeting  

Meet every Tuesday night at 8pm 

Civic Club, 134 Davey Street, Hobart 

Postal 

Address 
GPO Box 5, Hobart, Tas, 7001 

mailto:southern-chairman@mgtas.org.au
mailto:rle30386@bigpond.net.au
mailto:mgbgt68@hn.ozemail.com.au
mailto:rollsss11@gmail.com
mailto:mgharrington59@hotmail.com
mailto:kbismcg@gmail.com
mailto:jennyandsteve71@gmail.com
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Southern Notes 
 

PAST EVENTS 

 

18th April, 2021 – Dave Scott BBQ, Orford 

Southern Run to Spring Beach – On a cloudy Sunday morning 23 
members left the Civic Club at 10.15am and made their way via Richmond 
and Fingerpost Road for a coffee break at the Buckland Roadhouse. Here we 
were joined by Margaret and Barry Cooper and Steve and Jenny Huntley who 
encountered a slipping clutch and returned to Brighton to restart in their 
backup steed. At 12.15pm we continued to the Spring Bay Distillery where 
Cam and Suzy made us welcome with a tasting of their handcrafted whiskeys 
and gins.  (springbaydistillery.com.au). After purchases of several bottles it was on to David’s for the Barbeque Lunch. Here we were greeted by several 
extra members and guests including Cam from the Distillery bringing our 
number to around 35.  Thanks must go to all those who bought salads, cakes 
and slices then stayed on to help with the clean up afterwards and to Herby 
who manned the barbecue. And thanks to David for once again providing the 
venue situated as it is with lovely views across the Mercury Passage to Maria 
Island. 

Phil Rollins / Bob Leeson 

 

http://springbaydistillery.com.au/
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COMING EVENTS  
 

Please note that the Mid-Winter Run has been moved to the weekend of 

14-15 August.  

 

23rd May – South Arm RSL.  Departing the Civic Club at 10am MG time with a 
stop at Richmond for coffee, parking near the Richmond Gaol. Cost is $28.00 
per head.  For further information please contact Shane Manley: 0405 077 570. 

 

2nd June 2021 – Wayne Goninon’s mid-week run. 

These runs all commence at the Rivulet Café, 64 Anglesea St, South Hobart 
where we partake of a coffee before heading off to our destination around 
11.00am. The remaining schedule is shown elsewhere in the magazine.  For 

further information please contact Wayne Goninon: 0408 388 881 

 

6th June 2021 – Classics on the beach. An informal gathering of collectable 
cars at Long Beach Sandy Bay on the first Sunday of each month from around 
09.00am to noon. All are welcome to attend. For further information please 

contact Bob Leeson: 0362 296 006 

 

13th June – Run to Stephen Huntley’s at Brighton.  This will be a BYO BBQ 
incorporating  a poker run with 5 cards dealt on the way, winner take all!  
Further Details on run to follow. For further information please contact 

Stephen Huntley: 0428 127 932. 

 

23rd July – Friday. Pizza and movie night at the Civic Club. Commencing at 
7.00pm, food provided by the Sub-Centre. Will be a good fun night. For 

further information please contact Mark Harrington: 0427 538 412. 

 

14-15 August – Mid-Winter Run. Centred around the Port Arthur Motor 
Inn.18 Queen and 4 twin rooms have been reserved for the MG Car Club at 
$130.00,meal $35.00.  Further details to follow.  For further information 

please contact Bob Leeson: 0362 296 006 

 

6th November – Annual Concours. Parliament House lawns have been 
booked for the display. Further details will be provided soon. For further 

information please contact Chris Wagstaff: 0438 055 199 

 
Bob Leeson 
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Car Enthusiasts – Mid Week Run 
 

7th April 2021 – Southern Car Enthusiasts Run 

The predicted temperature of 19 Deg. eventuated on a very pleasant sunny 
day. After the usual coffee stop at the C3 Café in South Hobart the convoy of 
56 people in 34 cars made its way to the Snug Tavern. We ventured via 
Regent Street, Churchill Ave., Sandy Bay Rd., over Bonnett Hill to Kingston. 
Then we travelled along Roslyn Ave. to Brightwater Road and the Channel 
Highway to Snug. Our illustrious Leader, Mike Collinson arranged to have us 
arrive at exactly the appointed time in spite of giving way to a fire truck and 
negotiating many roadworks on the way. Our chef Mark Ellis and his crew 
had everything in readiness for us when we arrived and proceeded to serve a 
delicious 4-choice main and 2 choice dessert very efficiently. From all reports 
everyone enjoyed the run, a few convivial beers or wines and very noisy 
conversation among friends. 

 

Bob Leeson (Standing in for Wayne) 
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Northern Sub Centre Committee 

Position Member  

(Partner) 

Contact Details 

Chairman Position Vacant  

  

Secretary Geraldine Biggelaar 

 (John) 

0400 356 314 

gbiggelaar@gmail.com  

Treasurer Peter Harper 

(Liz) 

(m) 0417 597  897  

peter.lizharper@gmail.com  

 Peter Moles 
(Colleen) 

(m) 0417 165 073 

pejom1@hotmail.com 

Richard Ashley-
Jones 

(Phyllis) 

0419 350 811 

salesrj@tpg.com.au  

Carlo Busato (m) 0434 927 166 

carlobusato@yahoo.com 

Bill Daly 

(Gill) 

0417 512 484 

williamdaly1@bigpond.com  

North West 

Coordinator 

Terry Jeffrey 
(Colleen) 

(m)0417 344 369 

northwest-coord@mgtas.org.au    

Northern Sub 

Centre 

Meeting 

Committee meeting and social night:  

Last Wednesday night of the month at 7.30pm  

VCCA Rooms 67 Lawrence Vale Rd, Launceston 

Postal 

Address 

PO Box 682, Launceston, Tas, 7250 

North West Meets Second Thursday night of the month:  

6.00pm for meal and social evening.  

Bass & Flinders Motel, Ulverstone 

mailto:gbiggelaar@gmail.com
mailto:peter.lizharper@gmail.com
mailto:pejom1@hotmail.com
mailto:salesrj@tpg.com.au
mailto:carlobusato@yahoo.com
mailto:williamdaly1@bigpond.com
mailto:northwest-coord@mgtas.org.au
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Northern Notes 
 

Past Events 

The April mid-week run to the Rosevears Hotel was the first of our winter 
events where we met at the venue rather than having a short run first. 

The Rosevears Hotel is situated on the banks of the Tamar River and is a 
delightful spot for a meal with good company and MG people don’t have a 
problem striking up a conversation. 

We started the evening with 29 participants however those that live on the 
southern side of Launceston became caught up in a major vehicle accident on 
our southern outlet. 

After some wait they were turned around by police and sent back which 
created further traffic congestion so elected to return home as by the time 
they would have eventually reached the venue we would have eaten and 
thinking about heading home. 

It was disappointing that they were not able to meet us will need to do it 
again so that they can joint us for what was a lovely meal. 

 

 
 

And on the same night a couple of Girls giving the photographer some 
instruction on what and what not to photograph. 
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May 2nd 2021 Mario’s Car Show George Town Run 

We had an early start from the Traffic Centre Launceston with 22 cars  and  a 
total of 29 people. The morning was very foggy,  most cars travelled with roof  
tops dow, for the trip to George Town, the fog cleared half way down and the 
sun came out. 

Arriving at George Town it was very busy with cars and vehicles, we 
managed to park most cars together at the car show  Breakfast at Mario’s restaurant was a hit, great food and coffee. 
It was amazing how many cars were on show an estimate of 200 and the 
number of people may be around 500. 

The car show was also attended by a New South Wales GT Muscle Club with many Falcon GT’s , also the Tasmanian  Holden EH Club . Other vehicles a 
1928 Hupmobile in pristine condition a beautiful E Type Jaguar which 
apparently arrived on a trailer plus two Lamborghinis. 

It was great to catch up with some members we had not seen for a long while, 

John & Kim Batten 2 cars MG TC and MGRV8 . 

Also proposed new members Wayne and Jan Maher Sprite Mk3 
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A great run enjoyed by all we should consider adding this to next year’s 
calendar. 

 

Richard Ashley-Jones 
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Up Coming Events 

May Wed 12th: Midweek dinner J. Dickenson RSVP 8th May on 0407309672 
Venue Jailhouse Grill Meet at venue. NOTE: Maximum seating 28 people. 

May Sun 16th: Motorkhana Bothwell. 

May Sun 23rd: Chas Kelly Car Collection, Port Sorell. Lunch venue Port Sorell 
Bowls Club. Leave Club Rooms at 9.00am to be at venue by 10.30.  

NO COFFEE STOP!  

$22.00 lunch, which will be an alternate drop of a roast or Parmi.   

R. Phillips RSVP by 14th May. 0409274482. 

May Wed 26th: General Meeting, all members welcome. At 7.30pm. 

May Fri 28th: Coffee run depart 9.30am RSVP P. Paine 0419261483 by 24th 
May. 

June Wed 9th: Midweek dinner M. Paine RSVP  0407271926 by 5th June. 

June Sun 20th: Hillclimb and super sprint Baskerville. 

June Fri 25th: Coffee run RSVP John James by 21st June 0418 602 821, Venue 
TBA. Leave VCCA at 9.00 am to visit Sandhill Nursing Home for 30 minutes. 

June Wed 30th: General Meeting, all members welcome. At 7.30pm. 

July Wed 14th:  Midweek dinner, Dynasty Chinese, cnr Canning and Bathurst 
St. RSVP I. Saunders on 0400185726 by 10th July 6.30 at venue. 

July Sun 18th: State Motorkhana championship Latrobe. 

July Sun 25th: Lunch Run, TBA 

July Wed 28th: General Meeting. All Welcome 7.30pm. 

July Fri 30th:  Coffee run M. Dilger RSVP 0408271029 by 26th July venue TBA. 

July Sat 31st: Show and shine Bridport Scallop festival RSVP 14th July. NB 
early RSVP needed to make this a viable run. 

Aug Wed 11th: Mid-week dinner TBA  

Aug 14th – 15th: Midyear overnight stay TBA C. Wagstaff.  

Aug Fri 27th: Coffee Run TBA 

Sep Sun 5th: Test and tune Baskerville. 

Sep Sun 16th: Baskerville Historic racing 

Oct 1st to 4th: MG Pre War Time event details available on request. 

Oct Sun 31st: Club day at Baskerville. 

April 15th-19th 2022: National Meeting, Newcastle. 
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North West Notes 
 

Past Events 

April Dinner Meeting – Thursday 8th - Members gathered at Bass and 

Flinders Motor Inn – for the monthly get together. 

Thursday April 22nd.  Coffee Run to Penguin Creek Gallery Art Café, 36/42 

Main Road Penguin – 8 Members enjoyed the morning run to Penguin and the 

relaxed fellowship and morning tea at the Gallery Art Café. 

Up Coming Events 

May Dinner Meeting – Thursday 13th May – 6 pm at the Bass and Flinders 

Motor Inn – Ulverstone. 

Sunday May 23rd  - Inspection of Chas Kelly Car Collection, Port Sorell 

Members decided at our April Dinner Meeting that we would join in with the Northern sub centre and inspect Chas Kelly’s Car Collection on Sunday May 
23rd. 

Members interested in attending this run please indicate to me by WED 12TH 

May including whether or not you wish to attend the luncheon at the Port 

Sorell Bowls Club after the car inspection. ($22 /HEAD). 

More details re this run – see page 27 of the April Magazine under the 

Northern Notes. 

The NW Group will leave Bunnings Car Park, Devonport at 9am on Sunday May 

23rd for coffee stop over at Café Squire, East Devonport - on route to Chas’s 
residence, arriving there between 10.15 – 10.30 am, when we will join the 

Northern group for the inspection. 
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Sunday May 30th- Day Run to Brandum Bay, Great Lakes.     

Neville and Lorraine Smith have invited members to join them at their Great 

Lakes Home for Lunch and fellowship.    

Please RSVP to me on 0448 008 804 by 23rd May for catering purposes. 

 Group will leave Bunnings Car Park, Devonport at 10.00 am; 

 Coffee stop at Deloraine – Deli 81 Emu Bay Road; 

 Leave for Great Lake Venue around 11.45 am;    PS   (We will hand out 

written details to the Smith’s home on the day) 

 Please bring only the alcohol you would like to enjoy – glasses will be 

provided; 

 Lunch will be provided by The Smiths – please do not bring any food 

we look forward to entertaining you all; 

 Coffee and Tea will be provided; 

 Please if any one has any allergies to food, we probably suggest you 

do bring something you know will not upset your diet. 

Cheers, Neville and Lorraine. 

June Dinner Meeting – Thursday 10th June – 6 pm at the Bass and Flinders 

Motor Inn – Ulverstone. 

 

TJ’S humour for the month of May 

 

  



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, May 2021 

32 

The Blonde and the Bank 

A blonde walks into a bank in 

central New York City and 

asks for the loan officer. She 

says she's going to Europe on 

business for two weeks and 

needs to borrow $5,000. 

The bank officer says the bank 

will need some kind of 

security for the loan, so the 

blonde hands over the keys to 

a new Rolls Royce. The car is 

parked on the street in front 

of the bank; she has the title and everything checks out. 

The bank agrees to accept the car as collateral for the loan. The bank's 

president and its officers all enjoy a good laugh at the blonde for using a 

$250,000 Rolls as collateral against a $5,000 loan. An employee of the bank 

then proceeds to drive the Rolls into the bank's underground garage and parks 

it there. 

Two weeks later, the blonde returns, repays the $5,000 and the interest which 

comes to $15.41. The loan officer says, "Miss, we are very happy to have had 

your business, and this transaction has worked out very nicely, but we are a 

little puzzled. While you were away, we checked you out and found that you are 

a multimillionaire. What puzzles us is, why would you bother to borrow 

$5,000?" 

The blonde replies, "Where else in central New York City can I park my Rolls for 

two weeks for only $15.41 and expect it to be there when I return?" 

TC– Terry Jeffrey NW Co-ordinator  Mob:  0417 344 369  Email: northwest-

coord@mgtas.org.au        
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My Not So Brilliant Career 
 

Ian Jackson was responsible for my not so brilliant career and subsequent life 

as a pauper. 

In 1956 he took me to the Domain Hill climb were I well and truly caught the 

bug. Competing that day were well known stalwarts of Tasmanian Motor 

Racing, L Archer, M Watt, and J Barrie.  Little did they know that within 18 

months I would be sharing the bitumen with them. 

At the time I was a clerk with the T & G Life Company.  Like many young men 

of the time the grass was greener on the other side of the fence and so I 

became a part operator of the Ampol Service Station Davey St.  At the same time I purchased the “ Demon” a Ford 10 Special. 
I raced this car at the Domain Hill Climb and a few Baskerville Meetings. My 

lap time was about 1.29 about the same as an MG-TF. However the Demon didn’t last it was slow heavy and definitely pre war. The next car was the Ford 10 special Mick Watt’s “ Goat”. I never raced this 

car.  In 1958 the M G Car Club was formed so I bought an MG-TF  WHG-649 

the last 1250 to be sold in Tasmania.    

As became the usual practice I immediately tore it apart rebuilding the 

engine and fitting a high ratio differential. 

The car was raced at Baskerville, The Domain, The Richmond and South Arm 

events. 

In its latter years it was fitted with a Marshall Nordec Blower. It was a good 

reliable car, which handled well. My fastest S/S ¼ mile time was 18.8 seconds 

at Richmond on 17th December 1960 

The one course it failed on was Longford and on reflection that was my fault. I 

thought I knew more about ignition timing than the factory. 
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For some peculiar reason lost in time “The Ecurie Alle Klassen” entered the 
car probably because with a number of cars in the stable we could get lots of 

pit passes. 

The service station went under so did my sponsorship so we were on 

starvation rations as far as our Motor sport went. 

The TF departed and was replaced by an FJ which in time was suitably 

lowered. Its nickname was “ The Gudgeon Pin Special”. 
After a period of abstinence I purchased ex Melbourne the Franz Bird T C 

Special. This in its day was a well-known car. 

On arrival it underwent the usual reconstruction as sad to say it was a bit of a 

nail.  The car had to be rebuilt.  We fitted the Marshall Nordec Blower and 

bored out the 1250 block to 1500. 

When it was going it went like the clappers. Great on S/S ¼ Mile sprints, Club 

days and short races at Symmons and Baskerville but at Longford it 

destroyed itself.  The old problem of over heating. 

In 1965 I went to the U K and spent a year working for a Privateer David 

Prophet on the European F II circuit finishing up in South Africa for their 

summer season. 

Greg and Peter Ellis looked after and entered the car whilst I was away. They 

dispensed with the Blower fitted Webers, stiffened the suspension. On my 

return I drove it again for a few meetings it was even quicker furthermore no 

overheating Greg had solved the problem. The airflow was over the original 

radiator not through it.  

The TC departed and I built a formula Vee.  My brother who had also been in 

the pits with me in the U K and we formed the Roberts Racing Partnership. 

This was patterned on the team structure we had worked for overseas. 

Everything was logged, all tasks had a job card, all the team had a specific job, 

Keith until the time he bought his own F Vee headed the time keeping team.  
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We had a chap who was responsible for ensuring the cars were loaded on the 

trailers and properly secured. 

The Vee was a great car it only let us down once and that may have been our 

fault.  Again Longford was our hoodoo with the clutch cable breaking at the 

crucial moment. 

I also entered my MGA-1600 once at Baskerville and at Longford in 1967.  

Greg and Peter Ellis helped me prepare the car. Subsequent owners must 

have got a shock when they pulled the engine down to find spacers in the 

rocker gear, polished balanced rods and crankshaft with a non standard 

camshaft. There were Vauxhall Cresta springs in the clutch assembly.   It was 

a lovely car stopped and handled well. 

Believe it or not the Longford hoodoo struck again. Going well, up in the field 

with a place in sight and the choke retention springs broke causing the 

engine to go all woolly. 

In late 67 I was married so my not so brilliant career came to and end. In all 

that time I won one scratch and one handicap race the latter in my brothers 

Sprite.  Plenty of places but never a winner. My only consolation is that due to 

our team structure we nearly broke even as our cars always finished and 

were rewarded with a lap money cheque. 

I concluded my time as a scrutineer and Baskerville until a new order arrived 

and my friends and I were summarily dismissed. Anecdotal evidence was that 

we were to good at our job. We believed that rules were not made to be 

broken.  

Now I just sit dream and bore my Grandchildren. 

I could go on for longer but I have probably bored you the reader as well. 

Before I go one final thing we kept our time sheets and original order book 

which I have now given to the MGCCT together with the MG trophies I gained. 

Brian Roberts 
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MG Buy and Sell  
 

FREE to someone doing an MGY up: 

Box of MGY bits-- 

4 Jackall rams 1 bent, with some pipe fittings 

Handbrake lever, bit rusty but good ratchet teeth 

2 damaged front shocks but the housings and alloy caps might be ok 

Brake master cylinder, rusty but maybe rebuildable. 

 

Gary Rayner Phone: 64248243 
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Love your sports car ?? 
 

 
 

Think of Shorty when you need: 
 

* Service 
* Spare parts 
* Mechanical repairs 

 

 

DAVID SHORT 
AUTOMOTIVE 

 

320 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart 

Telephone: 03 6234 4388 

davidshortautomotive@netspace.net.au 

mailto:davidshortautomotive@netspace.net.au
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Regalia 
 

Stadium Jackets                              $100.00 

Navy with white logo 
 

Long Sleeved Polo       $65.00 

Navy with white logo 
 

Polo Shirts Ladies       $55.00 

Black with white logo 

Black with red logo, 

Navy with white logo 
 

Polo Shirts, Men       $55.00 

Black with white logo 

Black with red logo, 

Navy with white logo 
 

Navy Vests, Ladies and Men      $95.00 
 

Caps         $20.00 

Pale Blue, Beige, Black 
 

Safety Fast Cloth Badges         $5.00 
 

Cloth Badges, Tasmanian Logo      $10.00 

Brown & Gold on White 
 

Grill Badges         $30.00 

Red & Black/Cream & Green 
 

Lapel Pins            $6.00 
 

Contact Andrew Midgley 0458 949 881 
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Converting my 1.8-litre MGB to a 3.5-litre V8  
 

By Ashley Ellis 

Reproduced from The Crankhandle Chronicle (South Africa) – Nov 2020 

From 1973 to 1976 MG assembled 2 500 cars using the V8 motor in its GT 

version. The car was considered very successful with its only Achilles heel 

being the underrated standard gearbox. Because of engine emission 

problems, no cars were exported to what was normally MG s biggest market, 

the US. After much arguing, Leyland management favoured development of 

the more modern Triumph TR8 and so the MGB V8 was dropped. 

After following Gumtree for a few months, I found the ideal car for my 

conversion. The car had to be a ‘rubber bumper’ GT model and preferably one 

of the last manufactured. 

The later ones had more space under the bonnet, more clearance at the front 

cross member, radiators mounted further forward, better dual system brakes 

and a slower (read lighter operation) steering rack. The car was an 

ultraclean, well-looked-after 1980 GT, owned by an MG club member. 

It suited me as only minor body work was required and the upholstery was 

perfect. 

Purchase took place in December 2019 and I took delivery of the car with 

many books, a full history and a clean COR. The car was driven for a week 

before the original, recently overhauled engine and gearbox were removed. 

Thanks to the assistance of fellow MGB V8 owners Roger Wood, Jolyon 

Simpson, Chris Champion and Rover expert, Alan Tunbridge, I managed to 

find all the engine bits required on their ‘left over spares’ shelves.  

The Toyota Cressida five-speed gearbox was found in Viv James’ spares 
department. 

All machining was expertly done by Warren Lotter of Stealth. 
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The flywheel was lightened and all parts balanced. A new radiator was made 

up 100mm deeper and with an extra row of tubes. I assembled the engine 

and installation started with a new propshaft and gearbox cross member. 

A major headache was obtaining clearance between starter and steering 

column. This was eventually rectified by using a Range Rover starter motor 

mounted upside down with the mounting lugs cut off and rewelded in a new 

position. After being messed around by a Jo’burg specialist on the supply of a 

suitable bellhousing to adapt the V8 to a Cressida gearbox, I decided to make 

my own. This was a major challenge and after throwing away a few ideas 

(and parts) settled on modifying a V8 bellhousing from an automatic Rover 

P6. 

By the start of lockdown the car was up and running but there were a few 

disappointing areas. I suspect that the clutch assembly I had used might have 

been out of some Land Rover or similar vehicle as in this application the 

pedal action was far too heavy. As I did not want my wife Maggie to think I had ‘mechanically’ excluded her from using the car, I set about trying to 

lighten the action. I could not face removing the carefully installed engine so I 

tried to improve things by changing the ratio of master to slave cylinder 

hydraulics and altering the operating fork length. Even the clutch pedal pivot 

ratio was changed but to no avail. Eventually I resorted to fitting a remote 

vacuum brake booster unit plumbed into the clutch hydraulic system and, 

after slight adjustment, the clutch is now as light as Maggie’s Polo and totally 

predictable in operation. 

With a small potentiometer I have calibrated the rev counter to read eight 

cylinders. I will probably fit a GPS-driven speedometer but at this stage I am 

using a magnetic impulse bicycle speedo driven off the front wheel. It’s highly 
accurate on speed and distance but with a major drawback: it stops working 

at 100km/h! 

Another problem is the original 3.9:1 diff ratio, which is totally incorrect for 

this engine with first gear unusable. My daughter in England has already 

obtained a 3.07:1 crown wheel and pinion for me and will bring it out as soon 

as travel restrictions are lifted. 
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As the rubber-bumpered GT was aimed at the US market, the whole car sat 

too high. The suspension has been lowered 30mm with the spring rates 

remaining original. Minilite replica wheels have been fitted. The original, 

untouched, 50-year-old SU fuel pump is still fitted. Although the SU is still 

working well, I have fitted a back-up fuel pump. The pumps are controlled by 

a hidden switch that also acts as an immobiliser. I have changed the points 

distributor to electronic by making my own eight-cylinder shutter system. 

There are two hall sensors in the distributor giving me a total back-up (belt 

and braces again, I guess). The hall sensor will fire the standard ignition coil 

via a Bosch ignition amplifier. Components are sourced from VW Golf/Jetta. 

The exhaust system is my own creation. I can’t bend pipe but I can cut and 

weld (not the prettiest but who can see it?). It does sound good. To simplify 

entry and exit, a smaller Momo steering wheel has been fitted. For ease of 

maintenance, the battery has been moved into the boot. Numerous other 

small improvements, such as fitting headlight relays to improve lights, 

removing a 10-litre dent from the fuel tank, repositioning the interior rear 

view mirror, etc, have helped to make this a very practical classic. 

After years of modifying classic cars for the track, I am often asked, ‘Are you 
going to race it?’ The answer is a definite NO. You cannot have one car that 

serves both purposes. 

This car is functional, comfortable and safe; and the smooth, abundant torque 

of the motor makes the car a very easy and pleasurable to drive. The power is 

at least 70% more than the 1.8-litre, speed some 30mph. I have seen figures 

in various road tests indicating fuel consumption nearly identical to the 1.8-

litre car. Another question is, ‘Have you uprated the brakes?’ Bearing in mind that the 

aluminium V8 engine weights 40lb less than the 1.8-litre, up to 100mph you 

may well need less brakes! Sometime I’ll look into this issue in case 

somebody, other than me, wants to do 130mph. 

To sum up, after many years of having classic cars such as Porsche, Jaguar, 

Healey, TR , Lotus and many other brands, this MGB V8 rates as one of the 

best classics I have ever owned. Because as many as 523,800 MGBs were 
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made over an 18-year period, they are more affordable than most classic cars 

and spares are readily available. The 1980 Pininfarina designed MGB GT with 

the Rover V8 motor puts performance and functionality on a par with many 

modern cars at a fraction of the cost. 

An appreciating asset that is fun to use. 
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Oh The French!  
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Club Social Events 
 

E v e n t s  i n  r e d  d o  n o t  a t t r a c t  C l u b  P o i n t s   

 ( M o r e  d e t a i l s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  S u b  C e n t r e  N o t e s )  
 

Date Event Meet At.... Coordinator 

Wed 12th May 
NSC – Dinner Social 
Evening 

JailHouse Grill Jim Dickenson 

Sun 23rd May SSC – South Arm Run Civic Club Shane Manley 

Sun 23rd May 
NSC – Chas Kelly Open 
Garage 

VCCA 
Clubrooms 

Robin Phillips 

Frid 28th May NSC Coffee Run VCCA Clubrooms Phil Paine 

Sun 30th May NW – Great Lakes Run 
Bunnings 
Carpark 

Lorraine Smith 

Fri 28th May NSC – Coffee Run VCCA Clubrooms Phil Paine 

Wed 2nd June Mid-Week Run Rivulet Cafe Wayne Goninon 

Wed 9th June 
NSC – Dinner Social 
Evening 

At Venue Mike Paine 

Sun 13th June SSC- Poker Run Civic Club Stephen Huntley 

Fri 25th June NSC – Coffee Run VCCA Clubrooms John James 

Wed 14th July 
NSC – Dinner Social 
Evening 

Dynasty Chinese Ian Saunders 

Fri 23rd July 
SSC – Pizza and Movie 
Night 

Civic Club Mark Harrington 

14-15 August Mid-Winter Run  Bob Leeson 

 

 

Club and State Competition Events 
 
 

Date Event Meet At…. Coordinator 

Sun 16th May Motorkhana Bothwell MGCCT 

Sat 22nd May Hillclimb Baskerville 500 Club 

Sat 5th June SMS-2 Motorkhana Symmons Plains MSCT 

Sun 20th June Hillclimb and Super 
Sprints 

Baskerville MGCCT 

Sun 18th July SMS-3 Motorkhana Latrobe MGCCT 

16-19th Sept Baskerville Historics Baskerville HSCC/MGCCT 



 

 

Square Rigger Notes 

All Pre War, T and Y Type MG’s. 
Another well published shot of a Club function, the Annual Dinner, November 1963 at Hobart’s 
Wrest Point in it’s pre-casino days. A few members will recognise many faces, many members will 

….... All the same it is of significance in MGCC Tas history. 
‘Well published’ means the Club photograph albums viewed at Hobart Club Rooms. 

 

Square Rigger contacts: 
Launceston  Frank Brooks Ph 0418 134 262, silverglade@bigpond.com.au 

Hobart  Alan Briggs Ph 0475 089 560, alan.trish@optusnet.com.au 

NW  Peter Scott Ph 6426 7321, 0418 599 676, petermscott5@bigpond.com 
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Parts and  

Technical  

Advice for pre 

1980 MG’s 

Phone: 02 9875 1144 

Fax: 02 9875 1906 

Web:    www.sportsparts.com.au 


