
MG Monthly  

Motoring News 
February 2023   
     
      

Written and Published by MG Car Club of Tasmania Inc 

PRINT POST APPROVED PUBLICATION No .PP 100002891 



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, February 2023 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    MGs at Pioneer Pk Riana BBQ 5 February; MG design continues to evolve. 

 



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, February 2023 

2 

Contents: 
 

Cover Story ...................................................................................................................................................... 3 

MG Car Club State Committee ................................................................................................................. 9 President9s Report ..................................................................................................................................... 11 

Life Members ............................................................................................................................................... 12 

MGCCT Facebook Page ............................................................................................................................ 13 

MGCCT Website .......................................................................................................................................... 13 

VC Registrations, Inspections and Renewals................................................................................. 13 

Motor Sports Chaplain ............................................................................................................................. 13 

Ed Says ............................................................................................................................................................ 14 

Membership Report .................................................................................................................................. 15 

MG News ........................................................................................................................................................ 16 

British Classic Car Buy Swap Sell Letter .......................................................................................... 18 

Southern Sub Centre Committee ........................................................................................................ 23 

Southern Notes ........................................................................................................................................... 24 Motorkhana Results&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&...  29 

Northern Sub Centre Committee ........................................................................................................ 31 

Northern Notes ........................................................................................................................................... 32 

North West Notes ...................................................................................................................................... 34 

MG Buy and Sell  ......................................................................................................................................... 38 

Square Rigger Notes ................................................................................................................................. 40 

Club Social Events...................................................................................................................................... 42 

Club and State Competition Events ................................................................................................... 42 

 

Cover Photo and inside cover: MG Teaser, computer generated 
image of proposed MG for 2024.  
 
 

Printed by Impress Print,  

10 Wenvoe St, Devonport,  

Tasmania, 03 6424 5900  



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, February 2023 

3 

The 100th Anniversary of MG Sports Cars 
     

To coincide with the 100th anniversary of MG the NSC intends to have the 

May Day display bought forward to 30th April this year in recognition of the 100th anniversary and we again want to have 100 MG9s displayed. Let9s say 
the last year was a trial run so we need your help to achieve that milestone so 

keep the date of 30th April 2023 in your calendar.  With the aid of cut and 

paste and the consent of the original authors what is this event all about?  

The convention for the celebration of anniversaries is to start from the date 

when the event first occurred – and the first M.G. sports cars were produced 

in 1923, so this is the date from which all things M.G. truly began. 

Over the years, due to misunderstandings, other dates such as 1924, 1925 

and even 1928 have been erroneously adopted as the starting point of  M.G. 

These errors are easily explained, as will be seen in the following 

information. 

The very essence of the M.G. brand is a true sporting car which incorporates 

good looks, performance and reliability. One cannot ignore the fact that the 

Morris brand, from which M.G. products sprang, were noted more for 

reliability than for sporting prowess.  

      

It was only after Cecil Kimber joined the staff at The Morris Garages, Oxford 

in 1921, that his enthusiasm for motor sport eventually led him to develop 8hotted up9 Morris cars. The Morris Garages produced a few Morris cars with 
bespoke coachwork, (mainly up-market saloons), and then in 1922 began to 

sell Morris Cowleys with coachwork that they named the <Chummy Body=. 
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Morris Garages Chummies featured a small 4-seater body, wherein all 

passengers enjoyed the protection of the hood. Over 100 of these cars were 

sold. These cars were never marketed as M.G.s and had no sporting 

pretentions. However, Kimber modified his own Chummy and in March 1923 won a gold award with the car in the London to Land9s End Trial. Kimber9s success in this event led to William Morris sanctioning an order for 
six sporting 2-seaters to be produced – and these were to be the very first 

M.G. sports cars. 

The coachwork for these six 2-seater sports cars was made by the Oxford firm, Charles Raworth & Sons. Kimber9s design incorporated various 
improvements in handling and performance which enabled the car to do 

60mph on the flat! 

The styling of the cars included several features which were to be iconic on 

M.G.s for several years – rakish swept wings, a sloping windscreen with triangulated end frames and 8marine style9 air ventilators on the scuttle. 
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Adverts for these M.G.s first appeared in December 1923, in which the model was named 8The M.G. Super Sports Morris9 – featuring the MG Octagon, as 

shown. 

These first M.G.s were available to customers earlier in 1923, and the first 

recorded sale was in August 1923. 

The M.G. Octagon – a history in itself!  The M.G. octagon first appeared in an 

advert in The Oxford Times of March 2nd 1923 and was subsequently used in 

virtually every M.G. advert thereafter. The octagon logo is understood to have 

been designed by Ted Lee, Cost Accountant at The Morris Garages. The two-letter acronym soon became M.G.9s logo. 
The M.G. Car Company was formed in March 1928 and yet, almost 

unbelievably, the M.G. octagon had never been registered as a trademark! The 

first application for the image as a trademark was made a month later in 

April 1928. Even then, the 8date of claimed first use9 was erroneous. The date given on the 
application was 1st May 1924, (probably taken from the earliest advert to 

hand), whereas the octagon was first used in March 1923. 
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These errors are responsible for some folk to think that M.G. started in 1924, 

or even in 1928, when the trademark was claimed. 

Further confusion over the 1975 Jubilee MGBs 

When in 1975, under British Leyland management, M.G. was desperate to 

shift stocks of MGB GTs, a model named 8Jubilee9 was introduced. The 
management team thought that the production of M.G.s began in 1925 – so 

1975 was the 50th anniversary. Sadly, they were two years too late, but the 

error convinced the uninitiated to believe that 1925 was the start date of the 

marque. 

The 2023 Centenary Celebrations. 

Plans are well advanced for a big M.G. Centenary event to be held in England 

in 2023. All of the major M.Gs. car clubs are involved, including the oldest – 

the M.G. Car Club in Abingdon – and all of those clubs agree that the first 

M.G.s were the Raworth-bodied Super Sports built in 1923. The M.G. Salesmen9s Handbook, issued in January 1928, states that <&the M.G. Sports Cars were first introduced in 1923 &=. Cecil Cousins, who was Kimber9s right-hand 

man at M.G., told author Wilson McComb that the first cars that can be 

considered M.G.s were the Raworth-bodied Super Sports of 1923. 

So – that9s why the big celebrations will be held in 2023! Chris Keevill – 

Editor, The Early M.G. Society 

www.earlymgsociety.co.uk 

The Editor of Totally T Type 2 would like to acknowledge the help of members of The 
Early M.G. Society, Chris Keevill, Keith Herkes and Phil Jennings in the compilation of 
this article. Reproduced in the magazine for MG Car Club of Tas Inc. with the 
authorisation of John James the editor of the magazine Totally T Type 2 in which it 
was first produced on December 2020. 

http://www.earlymgsociety.co.uk/
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The Early M.G. Society also holds a copy of the 8Works Copy9 of this order in 
its archive. William Morris 

considered this order to be for the 

very first M.G. and had it framed 

and displayed in his billiard room at 

Nuffield Place. The original framed 

copy sadly now seems to have been 

misappropriated. The surviving copies of the 8Client9s Copy9 and the 8Works Copy9 are 
historically significant because they 

represent the very first documented 

sale of an M.G. sports car. Looking at Arkell9s annotation in 
the top right-hand corner of the 8Client9s copy9, I think it says <My 
first car. I believe it was the first MG 

as the price had not been fixed (finalised?) and was later said to be £350.= For those who don9t have a copy of McComb9s The Story of the M.G. Sports 
Car, here is a précis from the relevant passage of the book which would have been based on McComb9s meeting with Arkell: 

Arkell recalled the date of 11th August 1923 when he travelled to Oxford 

from his home in Highworth, Wiltshire to buy a Morris Chummy [a Morris 

open 2-seater with a space in the back for occasional passengers] when he 

noticed a yellow sports car in the window of the Queen Street showroom. He was much taken with the colour <an unusual yellow, the colour of good butter, and it had black wings.= Kimber was in attendance and said the price 
was £300, whereupon Arkell agreed to buy it, on the basis that it wasn9t much 
more than a Chummy.  
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Having paid a deposit three days later, Arkell9s Raworth was registered FC 
5855 in Oxford on 16th August and was delivered on 5th September. 8Oliver9s Beetle9 as his father christened it, had neither front-wheel brakes or 

a starter. When Arkell asked about having these fitted, Kimber told him that 

the weight would spoil the performance; the car apparently achieved 60 mph 

on one occasion, only for the magdyno to collapse under the strain. 

Shortly after the purchase, Arkell was told that the price should have been 

£350 and this was the figure quoted in later advertisements (see below). 

McComb opined that this uncertainty over the price suggested that Arkell9s 
Raworth was the first one sold to a private customer. 
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MG Car Club State Committee 
 

Position Member 
(Partner) 

Contact Details 

President Don Fraser  

(Susan) 

(h) 6428 3791 

(m) 0418 316 451 

president@mgtas.org.au 

Immediate 
Past 
President 

Bronwyn Zuber 

 

(h) 6273 6797 

(m) 0419 569 156 

past-president@mgtas.org.au  

Vice 
President 

Mark Dilger 

(Angela) 

(h) 6327 1028 

(m) 0408 271 029 

vice-president@mgtas.org.au  

Secretary Mark Harrington (m) 0427 538 412  

secretary@mgtas.org.au  

Treasurer Robin Wilmot (m) 0400 193 579 

treasurer@mgtas.org.au  

Club Captain Position Vacant club-captain@mgtas.org.au   

Membership 
Officer 

Wayne Jessup 

(Ruth) 

(h) 6427 9384 

(m) 0447 642 793 

membership@mgtas.org.au  

Editor Jane Attard (m) 0457 407 697 

editor@mgtas.org.au  

General 
Member 

Chris Wagstaff (m) 0438 055 199 

general-south@mgtas.org.au  

General 
Member 

Tim Grant 

(Christine) 

(m) 0418 556 953 

general-north@mgtas.org.au 

Meetings First Monday of the Month via Zoom at 7:00 pm 

Postal 
Address 

GPO Box 5, Hobart, Tas, 7001 

 

mailto:president@mgtas.org.au
mailto:past-president@mgtas.org.au
mailto:vice-president@mgtas.org.au
mailto:secretary@mgtas.org.au
mailto:treasurer@mgtas.org.au
mailto:club-captain@mgtas.org.au
mailto:membership@mgtas.org.au
mailto:editor@mgtas.org.au
mailto:general-south@mgtas.org.au
mailto:general-north@mgtas.org.au
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Motorkhana Sunday March 19th 

Symmons Plains 

 

 

Motor Sports Club of Tasmania will be running this event, entries and supp 

regs will be via the MSA web site.  

MSCT Round 1 with no entries taken on the day. 

MSCT have agreed to include the three tests that will be used at the MGCC 

national meeting, this event will also count towards the MGCC of Tasmania 

club Championship.  
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President’s Report 
 

 

February and activities are now in full swing the first of the competition 
events have been run and one, a field of 24 starters with a good turn up of 
juniors; full report further in the magazine, Monday the 6th was our first 
state committee meeting for 2023, all the sub centres have commenced their 
monthly meeting and weekly runs. 

Congratulations to Jane for her first magazine, remember it will make her life 
a much easier if members contribute articles and photos for the magazine, 
the magazine is for everyone. 

Next Motorkhana will be at Symmons plains in March we are piggy backing 
with MSCT points will be allocated for our clubman of the year trophy, details 
for this event are in this magazine. 

The hundred-year celebrations well are underway with the possibility of a 
follow up event later in the year. 

Entries and sup regs for those planning on going to the national meeting are 
now out, those that are planning on entering the competition events need to 
pay close attention to the regulations and make sure their cars compliant. Don9t forget to organise your costumes for the theme night.  

 Don Fraser 

 

Don Fraser 

President 
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Life Members 
 

 

 

01 Joe Paul (dec) 1969 10 Bill Griffiths 2007 

02 Bob Moore (dec) 1974 11 Tony Gurnhill 2009 

03 Arthur Twining (dec) 1976 12 Cheryl Gurnhill 2013 

04 Ian Wade 1984 13 Greg Bannon 2013 

05 Terry Atkinson 1984 14 Bronwyn Zuber 2013 

06 Dennis Burgess 1984 15 Craig Twining 2014 

07 Chris Ellis (dec) 1985 16 Phillip Tilley 2017 

08 John Sluce (dec) 1994 17 Jim Brown 2020 

09 Robin Wilmot 1998 18 Peter Shaw 2020 
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MGCCT Facebook Page 
 

The MG Car Club of Tasmania Inc 

For those members who are Facebook users, we have an MG Car Club 
Tasmania Facebook page. Feel free to add events, photos, and videos, but 
remember that anything offensive or not relevant to the Club may be 
removed at the discretion of the administrator. 

 

MGCCT Website 
 

www.mgtas.org.au  

Copies of this magazine can be downloaded from the MGCCT website. 
Membership forms and change of address forms are also available for 
download. Links to other car clubs are also available.  

Webmaster: Cameron Howie  

   (m) 0467 296 293 

   webmaster@mgtas.org.au 

 

VC Registrations, Inspections and Renewals 
 

Vehicle Club registration allows members of a recognised car club (approved 
by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles) to use their vehicle in either a club 
sanctioned event or for general use 30 days outside of club events. These 
vehicles attract a reduced rate of registration and third party insurance. 
 

Geoff Dodge, 57 Evisons Road, Sassafras 

   (h) 6426 7338 

   (m) 0428 509 627 
 

 

Motor Sports Chaplain 
 

Should you require the services of the Tasmanian Motor Sports Chaplain, his 
contact details are:  

Adrian Cooper 

   (m) 0408 395 917 

   adrian.j.cooper@education.tas.gov.au 

  

http://www.mgtas.org.au/
mailto:webmaster@mgtas.org.au
mailto:adrian.j.cooper@education.tas.gov.au
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Ed Says 
 

I attended the North West Twilight-Run dinner on the 12th of January that enjoyed perfect MG weather and a huge turnout. I won9t comment on the food 
as I may make Gordon Ramsey sound polite. The delight of the night was the 

company of members.  I noted how welcoming and friendly members are. I 

saw many making a point of engaging others in conversation. There were no 

closed groups as sometimes happens with established friends and couples in 

clubs. This is our club9s strength, its members making it easy and enjoyable 
for others to socially join in.   On the drive home my MGF cruised in a stately, 

Rolls Royce manner, in a hush of silence with no other car on the Bass 

Highway; a new experience for a Melbournian who9s used to being in a swam 
of traffic. I was cocooned in the hush until three rogue cars sounded; exhausts 

trumpeting, all action, all noise, brash and very much alive: a mark one 

Cortina, a blue MG TC and a white MGB. Hood down, devil may care and 

brazen. Like wildlife, they came and went in a flash.  &I think I may know the 
rascals. In this month9s magazine MG9s early 
history covered in: 8The 100th Anniversary of MG Sports Cars9.  
Andrew McCurdy (British Classic Car 

Buy Swap Sell) sent a special letter to 

assist us when using his site. The safety 

points he makes can apply to using 

many buy/sell sites. We have news of 

new MG cars and a tribute to our 

member John James.  

Happy reading, 

Jane Attard 
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Membership Report 
 

This month we welcome four new members, 

   

Gaye Hunt and Hartmut Gutwein (Southern) 

Gaye and Hartmut own a Austin Healey Sprite and are interested in motor 
vehicles, horses, dogs and travel. 

 

Richard and Joanna Johnston (Northern) The Johnston9s own a MGB BL and are interested in social outings, tennis, 
golf, fishing and gardening. 

 

We hope these people enjoy many club arranged activities. 

 

Can members who haven’t let me know names of partners please do so, 
then I can add them to database. Also, when nominating new members 
can you be sure to use latest application forms. 

 

Wayne Jessup Membership Officer.  MG CAR CLUB of TASMANIA     

 

  

Registration for The Canberra MG Rally 2023 is now open. 
 

The Rally is to be held from 29 September to 3 October 2023. It is for Pre-
War, T Type and Y Type MGs.  The Rally brings together the Pre-War 
Register's biennial rally and the biennial MG Y Type gatherings which 
commenced in 2010. While the core dates of the event are 29 September to 2 
October, there will also be post-Rally events in the period 3 - 5 October if 
participants wish to stay a little longer in the National Capital.  

The Canberra Club website has detailed information about the event and a 
link to the Registration Form here: https://mgcccanberra.org.au/events/the-
canberra-mg-rally-2023/ 

Brian Calder 

MG Car Club Canberra 

.   
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                               MG News 
 

Two new MG cars are on the way, both electric vehicles. MG4 EV, a hatchback 
to be released in the UK this year.  This MG4 EV has been awarded Best Small 
EV by What Car in addition to 9 other awards, including Car of the Year by 8Driving Electric9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second car, MG Cyberster, is a roadster planned for 2024 production. 
Leaked images show a 2 seat sportscar, more conventional looking than the 
futuristic concept car, also known as Cyberster.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, February 2023 

17 

 



MG Car Club of Tasmania – MG Monthly Motoring News, February 2023 

18 

British Classic Car Buy Swap Sell 
 

I haven't been in contact for a while and it's unfortunate that I'm contacting 

you now because of the actions of a small number of users on British Classic 

Car Buy Swap Sell (www.bccbss.com.au) who have either scammed a few 

other users, or have certainly come close to.  It9s been reported that a few of you have failed to receive items you have paid 
for, and then been met with unanswered calls when trying to follow up with 

the other party, while others have realised something isn't right when asked 

to pay more to cover the costs of insurance and the like. 

Unfortunately, there is nothing when it comes to communication occurring 

outside of British Classic Car Buy Swap, and especially in regards to the 

payment of funds for goods that are never received. But I'd like to offer a few 

basic pieces of advice for those of you who have never come across anything 

like this before online. 

Firstly, if you are going to pay someone for goods, only agree to pay if you 

have been in contact with them over the phone and consequently have their 

phone number. If all communication has been over email, especially at the 

insistence of the seller, and they refuse to speak over the phone, simply stop 

all communication with them. You are better off missing out on a potential 

bargain, then paying for it and not receiving it at all. Likewise, if they only 

ever call on a private number, again, don't bother with dealing with that 

particular seller. 

Secondly, do not send cash in the post, or pay using a third-party app on your 

phone or tablet that you are unfamiliar with. Only pay using your own 

financial institution's online banking system (ie funds transfer), or via a 

reputable online payment gateway like PayPal. Both options give you a 

greater chance to retrieve your money if necessary.  

PayPal in particular, takes scammers very seriously, and has many measures 

in place to ensure you receive your funds back if any scam has occurred. 

Likewise, financial institutions are more willing to assist you now more than 
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ever. If you are concerned before sending someone money, don't send them 

anything, get in touch with your financial institution first to find out what can 

be done if you do indeed need to have your money returned. 

But above all, if you believe you have been in contact with a scammer on 

British Classic Car Buy Swap Sell, please let me know so I can notify you all.  

Andrew McCurdy 

British Classic Car Buy Swap Sell 

andrew@bccbss.com.au     www.bccbss.com.au 
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 Southern Sub Centre Committee 

Position Person  

(Partner) 

Contact Details 

Chairman 
Chris Wagstaff  

(Vicki) 

(h) 6239 1341 

(m) 0438 055 199 

southern-chairman@mgtas.org.au  

Secretary 
Mark Harrington (m) 0427 538 412  

mgharrington59@hotmail.com  

Treasurer Robin Wilmot 
(w) 0400 193 579 

mgbgt68@hn.ozemail.com.au  

Committee 

Alan Briggs 

(Trish) 

(m) 0475 089 560 

alan.trish@optusnet.com.au  

Richard Holtsbaum 
(Janice) 

(h) 6244 5741 

(m) 0418 541 230 

rollsss11@gmail.com  

Bob Leeson  

(Dianne) 

(h) 6229 6006 

(m) 0457 354 645 

rle30386@bigpond.net.au  

Shane Manley (m) 0405 077 570 

Peter Shaw 
(m) 0417 641 802 

pjshawmga@gmail.com  

Southern 
Sub Centre 
Meeting  

Meet every Tuesday night at 8pm 

Civic Club, 134 Davey Street, Hobart 

Postal 
Address 

GPO Box 5, Hobart, Tas, 7001 

mailto:southern-chairman@mgtas.org.au
mailto:mgharrington59@hotmail.com
mailto:mgbgt68@hn.ozemail.com.au
mailto:alan.trish@optusnet.com.au
mailto:rollsss11@gmail.com
mailto:rle30386@bigpond.net.au
mailto:pjshawmga@gmail.com
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Southern Notes 
 

 

PAST EVENTS  

 

10th January - Defibrillator Training 

The training night was well attended and the trainer, Phil Sanson did an 
excellent job. The pizzas went down well. The biggest test for the night was 
actually getting to the Civic Club - the Davey Street roadworks and associated 
traffic congestion continue to make access to the Club a challenge. 

 

21st January – South East Rally 

The rally this year ran down the Channel through Cygnet. A good day, but a 
few members at times found the slow pace a little frustrating. Mike Hobden, 
Kevin McGuire and Phill Dance were all in the top ten places overall, with 
Bruce Hills, Alan Briggs and Bob Leeson also doing well in their respective 
classes.  

 

26th January – Run to Kempton and Bothwell 

 

Australia Day saw a good turnout of 28 for our first run of the year to Kempton and Bothwell. With mostly tops down ten MG9s, three MX-59s, two 
SLK Mercedes, a Mini Cooper S and a rare Zimmer Cadillac headed off to 
historic Dysart House, home to the Kempton Distillery. Built in 1842 by 
renowned architect and stonemason Andrew Bell as the Green Ponds (as 
Kempton was first named) Hotel, this elegant Georgian-styled sandstone 
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building was originally a coaching 
inn for travellers between Hobart 
and Launceston. The interior has 
been beautifully restored and is 
decorated with period furniture. 
The stables and coach house, 
which are almost as big as the 
main building, now house the 
distillery machinery and casks of 
the finished product. Only a few 
people sampled the whiskey 

tastings that were on offer, while others admired the building or went on to 
Mood Food for coffee. 

 

 Regathering, we continued to Bothwell for a BBQ at Tony and Janet Sutcliffe9s 
place. Our hosts were well prepared for us and the BBQ area was soon a hive of activity. While the food was cooking we were able to explore Tony9s magnificent men9s shed, lovingly decorated with paraphernalia related to the 
things important to Tony – his trucks, cars, machinery, tools and, of course, 
his family. Tony and Janet put on a great spread of salads to go with the BBQ, 
and Janet followed this up with desserts and cakes. We all appreciated and 
would like to thank Tony and Janet for a fantastic spread of food, their 
hospitality and wonderful service in making sure everyone had plenty to eat. Tony concluded the BBQ with a visit to mate Jason Branch9s place where we 
were able to see his workshop and large collection of (mostly) Fordson 
Tractors, along with an extensive collection of old motoring collectables 
which lined the shed walls. The collection featured a True Plain Roller 
Fordson which was used to roll the Baskerville Raceway when it was built in 
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1958. Many of the tractors had buckets, grader blades or other modifications 
designed and manufactured by Jason. A significant feature of this collection is 
that all vehicles are not just on static display, but are maintained in working order. A lifetime9s work that we were privileged to see and we are very 
grateful to Jason and Tony for giving us the opportunity to view such a 
magnificent private collection of historic vehicles. 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS       

 

12th February – Old Beach Charity Car Show and Swap Meet 

A Sunday morning run to Old Beach Cricket Oval in Jetty Road for the VCC Car 
Show and Swap Meet. Cars will be on display 10am-2pm. Cars being entered 
need to be there by 9.30am, so we will meet at the Civic Club at 8.30am for a 
9am departure. Free entry for display cars and drivers, passenger gold coin 
donation, or $10 if selling or swapping goods. Music, food and drink available. 
An opportunity to display our cars and promote the club locally. 

To RSVP or for further information please contact Peter Shaw: 0417 641 802. 

 

22nd February – Twilight Run 

A Wednesday night run down to the Huon Valley where we will have a meal 
at the Aqua Grill Café in Franklin, who specialise in seafood and fish & chips. 
Meet at the Civic Club at 5.30pm for a 5.45pm sharp departure. RSVP9s to 
Chris or Mark are essential. 

To RSVP or for further information please contact Chris: 0438 055 199 or 
Mark: 0427 538412. 
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11/12th March – Longford Weekend 

The originally proposed Grand Prix Expo has been cancelled. The group of 
people who have previously run the Longford Motorama are attempting to revive this year9s event. At this point it is uncertain whether the event will go 
ahead or not, so our advice is to make your own arrangements if you wish to 
attend, we won9t make it a club event.  
 

19th March – My Slice of Pie Breakfast Run 

Our regular March breakfast run is on again this year, but the venue has 
changed. My Slice of Pie has moved from Dip Road to Shield Street in 
Huonville, behind the RSL. Tracey will still put on our traditional hot breakfast. Meet at the Civic Club at 8am for an 8.30am departure. RSVP9s to 
Bob are essential. 

To RSVP or for further information please contact Bob Leeson 0457 454 645. 

 

7-11th April – 2023 National Meeting, Adelaide 

The National Meeting website is the primary source of information and 
contacts for the event. You can check it out at 
www.natmeet2023mgcc.com.au. Registration is now open. Enquiries can be 
sent to the Registrar, Chris Bray, at Registrar2023natmeet@adam.com.au. 
Mark Dilger is coordinating arrangements for the Tasmanian contingent 
travelling to the National Meeting. 

 

30 April – MG Day 

We will do a run to Launceston for the 100th Anniversary MG Day (See 
details of the day elsewhere in the magazine). The plan is to do the same as 
last year with a run to Launceston on Saturday, followed by dinner with the 
Northern members that evening and accommodation at the Colonial Hotel. A venue for dinner hasn9t been set yet, but we are considering the restaurant at 
the Colonial. We will attend the MG Day display at the National Automobile 
Museum on Sunday and make our way home independently. If you think you 
are likely to do the run and overnight stay can you please contact Mark as 
soon as possible so that we can get an idea of numbers so that we can see if 
the Colonial has adequate rooms available.    

To RSVP or for further information please contact Mark Harrington: 0427 
538412. 
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28 May – Derwent Bridge Hotel / Wall 

A run to the Derwent Bridge Hotel for lunch, followed by an optional visit to 
the Wall. People wanting to see the Wall need to make their own booking. 
Meet at the Civic Club at 8am for an 8.30 departure. There will be a stop at 
Granton to pick up people from the Northern suburbs. RSVP9s to Peter are 
essential.    To RSVP or for further information please contact Peter Shaw: 
0417 641 802. 

 

 

Mark Harrington 
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Regalia 
 

Stadium Jackets $110.00 

Soft Shell Jackets $70.00 

Long Sleeved Polo $65.00 

Polo Shirts Ladies $55.00 

Polo Shirts, Men $55.00 

Colour Combinations:  Black with white logo  

 Black with red logo,  

 Navy with white logo  
Black Vests, Ladies and Men $95.00 

Colour Combinations:  Black with white logo  
Black with red logo,  

Caps $20.00 

Colours:  Pale Blue, Beige, Black, Grey  
Cloth Badges, Safety Fast $15.00 

Cloth Badges, Tasmanian Logo $15.00 

Colours:  Brown & Gold on White  
Grill Badges $45.00 

Colour Combinations: Red & Black  

 Green & Cream  

 Cookies & Cream  
MG Lapel Pins $6.00 

Car Lapel Pins  $10.00 

Cars:  MGA, MGB, T Type  
MG Leather backed Key Rings $15.00 

Colours:  Black, Brown, Red  
Leather Log Book Covers $25.00 

 

Contact Tim Grant:  0418 556 953 
regalia@mgtas.org.au  

mailto:regalia@mgtas.org.au
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Northern Sub Centre Committee 
 

Position Member  

(Partner) 

Contact Details 

Chairman Richard Ashley-
Jones 

(Phyllis) 

0419 350 811 

northern-chairman@mgtas.org.au 

  

Secretary Paul Rossetto (m) 0497 266 076 

paulrossetto@hotmail.com  

Treasurer Peter Harper 

(Liz) 

(m) 0417 597  897  

peter.lizharper@gmail.com  

 Geraldine Biggelaar 

 (John) 

(m) 0400 356 314 

gbiggelaar@gmail.com  

Carlo Busato (m) 0434 927 166 

carlobusato@yahoo.com 

Bill Daly 

(Gill) 

(m) 0417 512 484 

williamdaly1@bigpond.com  

Mark Dilger 

(Angela) 

(m) 0408 271 029 

dilger@bigpond.net.au  

Phil Paine 

(Dianne) 

(m) 0419 261 483 

pgpaine@gmail.com 

Robin Phillips 

(Sherry) 

(m) 0409 274 482 

robhp@bigpond.com  

North West 
Coordinator 

Tim Grant 

(Christine) 

(m)0418 5456 953 

northwest-coord@mgtas.org.au    

Northern Sub 
Centre 
Meeting 

Committee meeting and social night:  

Last Wednesday night of the month at 7.30pm  

VCCA Rooms 67 Lawrence Vale Rd, Launceston 

Postal 
Address 

PO Box 682, Launceston, Tas, 7250 

mailto:paulrossetto@hotmail.com
mailto:peter.lizharper@gmail.com
mailto:gbiggelaar@gmail.com
mailto:carlobusato@yahoo.com
mailto:williamdaly1@bigpond.com
mailto:dilger@bigpond.net.au
mailto:robhp@bigpond.com
mailto:northwest-coord@mgtas.org.au
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Northern Notes 
 

Congratulations to John James  written by Mark Dilger 

 

Last month there was a mention of a very important achievement by club 
member John James.  

Think about what we have done over our lifetime in making life interesting 
and introducing variety. 

 

John has achieved what very few have achieved in that he has reached 50 
years continuous membership of the MG Car Club of Tasmania. 

 

That milestone equates to approx. 70% of his life to that date. 

 John joined the club in 1972 (he said he was only 2 at the time) with a driver9s licence so he must have been over 17 years of age. 
Over the years John has taken an active part in the club in that he has held: 

 • 1981 Vice President • 1982 President • 1985 President • 1995 Membership Officer • 1996 Membership Officer 

  

In addition, John won the Square Rigger trophy for motorkhanas wining 
outright in 1977. 1997, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2019 and in 2021. 

 

John is an ardent competitor in that he owns the Square Rigger Trophy and 
has played a big role in the Motorkhana events in the club over the years.  

 

He also was an avid rally navigator for many years with club life member 
Terry Atkinson. 

 

Congratulations John on achieving a 50year membership milestone. 
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John having his 50 year 

membership pin fixed to 

his shirt by Vice 

President Mark Dilger 

who was standing in for 

Don Fraser who was 

away.  (John was not 

being accosted!! and for 

the majority of us to 

achieve that sort of 

milestone we would be 

past driving an MG) 

(Never too old to drive 

an MG! Ed) 

 

 

This month the NSC could not raise sufficient members of the committee to hold a meeting.  The perils of having all these retiree9s in the club who want 
to travel and other lame excuses however those that did turn up have added 

to the social calendar and we are now out to April. 

Important events coming up:  

The 100th Anniversary which is a state event and as last year we want 100 MG9s displayed to coincide with the 100 anniversary and details will be 

provided in the next magazine.   

We are looking to make it a weekend away for those not based in the north 

and we welcome suggestions and make it a 100th anniversary dinner for the 

event.  

The Exeter Show, see coming events.   
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North West Notes 
 

 

Upcoming Events  Feb 8: Midweek BBQ/Picnic/Fish n9 Chips. Beauty Point BYO. Meet Windsor 
Precinct 6pm. RSVP  Phil Paine 0419261483 by Feb 6  

Feb 22: NSC Committee meeting VCCA Rooms 7:30pm  Feb 24: Coffee Run: To <Bread and Butter= Lilydale. RSVP Peter Harper 
0417597897. Details to follow  

Feb 25: Display at Exeter Show. Cars parked by 9:30am. Enter off Winkleigh 
Road. RSVP Bill Daly 0417512484 for numbers.  

March 8: Mid-week Dinner. Details to follow Robin Phillips 0409274482  

March 12:  a run to the Raspberry Farm RSVP Ian Saunders by 8th March  
0400 185 726 Meet at Casino Car Park.  March 26: Sunday run to Bridport. Lunch at <Bunkers= (RSL) Richard Ashley-
Jones Details to follow  

March 29: NSC Committee Meeting 7:30pm VCCA Rooms  

March 31: Coffee Run. Details to follow.  J. Biggelaar 0400356314  

April 7-11: National Meeting in Adelaide  

April 12: Mid-week dinner??  

April 26: NSC Committee Meeting 7:30pm VCCA Rooms  

April 28: Coffee Run??  

April 30: MG Day at NAM of Tas. Including centenary of MG.  

 

 

 

 

 

Position Member  

(Partner) 

Contact Details 

North West 
Coordinator 

Tim Grant 

(Christine) 

(m)0418 5456 953 

northwest-coord@mgtas.org.au    

North West Meets Second Thursday night of the month:  

6.00pm for meal and social evening.  

Seasonal South Motel & Function Centre, Ulverstone 

mailto:northwest-coord@mgtas.org.au
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Seen at our Christmas lunch. 

                                          Photos and captions by Mark Dilger 

 

 

                     Our ever-ready Santa Ruth Jessup checking for the naughty  
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L/R Liz Harper 

Judy Moles Wayne 

Moles, Mick 

Bellchambers and 

Peter Harper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HIGH powered discussions 
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 Something is being hatched Richard Ashley Jones Frank Brooks 
and Paul Rossetto 

 

                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Neville Smith and Peter Scott  

                                                                                    Tim Grant  
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MG Buy and Sell  
 

1969 MGB. $23,000 ono 

Runs well, wire wheels, folding hood and tonneau.  Chrome removed by previous owner to achieve a <modern= look.  Phone Kevin 0400 794 789.   
 

MGB LE 1979 1800 motor Overdrive. Resprayed. Seats recovered in correct 
materials for the Limited Edition. New tyres and Mini Lite mags. Concourse 
winner on several occasions. Comes with original Limited Edition Mags & 
new Soft Top including Header bar. All receipts for restoration and parts 
used.  $26500   Contact Chris 0438055199 
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Love your sports car? 
 

 
 

Think of Shorty when you need: 
 

* Service 

* Spare parts 

* Mechanical repairs 
 

 

DAVID SHORT 

AUTOMOTIVE 
 

320 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart 

Telephone: 03 6234 4388 

davidshortautomotive@netspace.net.au 

mailto:davidshortautomotive@netspace.net.au
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Square Rigger Notes 
 

All Pre War, T and Y Type MG’s. 

A group of Square Rigger photos from archives spanning many years with the uncommon theme of 8unconnected9. A line of MG Club members at the 
Devonport ferry terminal heading to a Nat Meet and lead by the Wilmot Y Type 
will give the year. The TF driver is as yet unknown but captured at work on the 
Penguin Hill Climb mid 60s. 

 

 

 

 

 Here a recently discovered shot of Geoff Wigg9s M Type soon after arriving in 
Tasmania, early 70s at his old home village of Cambridge. (Still in his hands but 
now Queensland) And a classic picture of Russel Reynolds showing the 
gathering how lead wiping is done. 
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The Square Rigger Register as usual has set dates for runs for the year: 

North 12th March 
South 2nd April – coffee at the Beach followed by a run. 

 7th May – PVCC Picnic at Ross. 
North 17th September. 

 Sunday 5th November – Baskerville Historic. 
 November TBA – State tour following Concours and AGM. 
 
Dates for diaries at this stage, run details are not yet available. These will be 
included in Club Social Events calendar and published as appropriate nearer 
each event.   
 
Square Rigger contacts: 
Launceston Frank Brooks Ph 0418 134 262, silverglade@bigpond.com.au 

Hobart  Alan Briggs Ph 0475 089 560, alan.trish@optusnet.com.au 

NW  Peter Scott Ph 6426 7321, 0418 599 676, petermscott5@bigpond.com 
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Club Social Events 
 

E v e n t s  i n  r e d  d o  n o t  a t t r a c t  C l u b  P o i n t s   

 ( M o r e  d e t a i l s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  S u b  C e n t r e  N o t e s )  
 

Date Event Meet At.... Coordinator 
Wed 8th Feb NSC – BBQ Run Windsor Precinct Robin Phillips 

Sun 12th Feb Old Beach Charity Car Show Old Beach VCCT 

Wed Feb 22 SSC Twilight Run Civic Club  

Fri 24th Feb NSC – Coffee Run VCCA Clubrooms? Peter Harper 

Sat 25th Feb Exeter Show Exeter Bill Daly 

Wed Mar 8 Mid-week Dinner  Robin Phillips 

Sun Mar 12 Run Raspberry arm Casino Car Park Ian Saunders 

Sun Mar 26 Run Bridport  Richard Ashley 
Jones 

Sun Mar 19 Breakfast Run Civic Club Bob Leeson 

Fri Mar 31 NSC Coffee Run  J Biggelaar 

7th – 11th April National Meeting Adelaide MGCCSA 

Sun 30th April MG Day NAM Tasmania Bill Daly 

    
 

 

Club and State Competition Events 
 
 

Date Event Meet At…. Coordinator 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 

  

Parts and  

Technical  

Advice for pre 
1980 MG’s 

Phone: 02 9875 1144 

Fax: 02 9875 1906 

Web:    www.sportsparts.com.au 


